ACTIVITIES   FOR   CHILDREN

led to the invention of a serial story about the "Brown"
family and their daily life. Once or twice a week the
teacher told a part of this continuous tale, a story
which mirrored not only the daily life in the home, but
also its special events, such as a birthday, with the
arrival of the postman and a birthday party; getting
ready for Christmas; a visit to the zoo or circus; a holiday
in the country or at the seaside. In this way fresh
suggestions for activity in connection with the home
developed, for example, in laying out a farm or a zoo
with toy animals, bricks and other material.

The little tales provided, too, the motive for the
beginnings of reading. Pictures of mother, father and
the children were drawn by the teacher, with a sentence
below each picture, e.g. "This is Mother,'5 "Here are
Tom and Mary.53 Each child had his own individual
picture reading-book about the Brown family, with the
same pictures and sentences, hectographed by the
teacher and coloured by the children. On other pages
the children drew and coloured, or cut from catalogues,
'pictures of furniture, such as tables, chairs, dressers,
beds, fireplaces, and learned to write their names, using
a thick, soft, black lead pencil for this purpose. Collec-
tive scrap-books were also made to illustrate "What
Mother does," "What Father does," "What the Children
do."

Games were then played in which all the objects in
the home and the shops were labelled. In this way the
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